Halton-Hamilton
Source
Protection
Region

MINUTES
HALTON-HAMILTON SOURCE PROTECTION COMMITTEE
MEETING #5-10
Best Western Inn & Conference Centre – Chisholm Room
161 Chisholm Drive, Milton
August 24, 2010: 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
SPC Attendees:
Glenn Powell

Melanie Horton

Peter Ashenhurst

Susan Fielding (from 11:30
a.m.)
Adam Kuehnbaum

Chris Shrive

Turlough Finan

Doug Cuthbert

Teri Yamada

Gavin Smuk

Barry Lee

Jacqueline Weston

Margaret McCarthy

Dave Braden

Kathy Menyes

Other Attendees:
Diane Bloomfield,
Project Manager
John McIntosh,
Halton Region

Bob Edmondson,
Conservation Halton

John Westlake, MOE Liaison

Tom Renic, Halton Region

Steve McKinnon,
Halton Region

Jacek Strakowski,
Source Protection
hydrogeologist

Sheila O’Neal,
Hamilton-Halton
Watershed Stewardship
Program

Paul Attack

Nick DiGirolamo
Regrets SPC/Other Regrets:

www.protectingwater.ca

4052 Milburough Line RR2 Campbellville ON L0P 1B0
905.854.9229 Fax 905.854.9220

ITEM
1.
2.

TOPIC/DISCUSSON

ACTION
REQUIRED

Roll Call & Mileage
Disclosures of Conflict of Interest
None
Review of Agenda
Acceptance of Agenda as Distributed

3.

HHSPC 10-21

Moved by:
Seconded by:

Peter Ashenhurst
Turlough Finan

THAT the agenda be accepted as distributed.
Carried.
4.

Staffing Update:
Jeff Lee has been retained as GIS/Data Specialist. He completed the GIS work for the
Niagara Region Source Protection Area. His first day is August 30.
Kirsty Klass has resigned and we will be looking for another project assistant.
Approval of Source Protection Committee Minutes dated June 22, 2010
HHSPC 10-22

5.

6.

Moved by:
Seconded by:

Chris Shrive
Adam Kuehnbaum

THAT the Source Protection Committee minutes of June 22, 2010, as amended, be
accepted.
Carried.
Delegations
None
Ministry of Environment Liaison Update –– John Westlake
The consolidated General Regulation (O. Reg. 287/07) is posted on E-laws. This
includes regulations on the development and implementation of source protection plans
under the Clean Water Act, 2006.

7.

MOE is developing training sessions regarding the content and process for writing a
source protection plan. For our Committee, it is proposed to be October 19 in Brantford
with Niagara and Lake Erie. MOE will also be training other government agencies so
they are prepared for implementation.
Discussion
Training will be for the committee members on how to write policies.
There is no requirement for consistency in policies but there are limitations on what
policies can be written.
Doug, Diane, and Ruth Victor - our planning consultant, are participating with other
chairs and project managers on a planning advisory committee.
Overview of Ontario Drinking Watershed Stewardship Program – Early Response
Program
Sheila O’Neal

8.

Early Actions funding received includes:
First release - $72,000 – allocated for well and septic inspections, decommissioning,
upgrades, letters to eligible landowners, information sessions, well and septic
contractor workshop
Average value of well upgrades is about $4,000 and of septic systems upgrades about
$15,000.

John to indicate to
MOE that we would
like the municipal
planners that sit on
our working group to
be included in the
training session.

Diane and John
McIntosh to provide
latest WHPA maps to
Sheila.
Diane to send
description of Early
Response program
from application.

ITEM

TOPIC/DISCUSSON

ACTION
REQUIRED

Second release - $88,000 - $4,000 allocated. Must be spent by December 31, 2010.
Funding is retroactive therefore, looking at past projects.
Notification of available funding could be sent with landowner notification letters.
8. con’t

For approval of Early Response funding applications a committee is required.
Hamilton-Halton Watershed Stewardship Program already has a committee in place
that includes reps from agriculture, CAs, urban and rural non-farm landowners, and
retired biologist/ecologists. Would like to have SPC, Halton Region and City of
Hamilton reps. There is a 3 year rotation and about 2 hours per month
For Early Response, the SPC is to prioritize the need for funding to address significant
threats.

Please contact Sheila
if you are interested
in sitting on the
Hamilton-Halton
Watershed
Stewardship
Program application
review committee.
Bob Edmondson to
send information
about the review
committee out to
SPC members.

Assessment Reports – discussion of comments received and direction forward
Diane gave a brief overview of the comments received.
Most comments received were editorial/formatting. Most addressed. Some comments
sent to editors and their direction followed.
MOE comments – use legal words. Following discussion, agreed to use footnotes for
legal definitions where necessary and use plain language in body of the text.
Executive summary and Section 8 summary: too brief or OK. Following discussion,
Doug to review and modify to add summary content where needed. Executive
summary to be kept to 2 pages.
Suggestion to include fact sheets in the report. Decision not to.
Clarification – Figure 2.8 “land” changed to “other land” and meaning in text clarified.
9.

Additions:
Appendix table to include municipal water quality.
Glossary as appendix.
Species at risk – optional to include. Following discussion, brief paragraph to be added
to Provincial Policy section in reports.
Vulnerability maps of wellhead protection areas using intrinsic susceptibility index
method. Required by technical rules. Forgot to add them to report.
Note to say there are no reserves as defined in the Indian Act in the source protection
area.
Provincial water quality standards to the water quality tables. There will be a note that
the Ontario Drinking Water Quality Standards are used for comparison only as they
pertain to treated water.
Halton biosolids will be added to the text on application of non-agricultural source
material.
HHSPC 10-23

Moved by:
Seconded by:

John McIntosh
and Chris Shrive
to provide Diane
water quality data
for municipal
supplies to
populate tables for
the appendix.

Susan Fielding
Glenn Powell

THAT the modifications to the reports that have been proposed be accepted.
Carried.
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ITEM

9. con’t

TOPIC/DISCUSSON

ACTION
REQUIRED

Lunch 12 p.m. to 1 p.m.
Woodward IPZ-2 method – Stantec indicated that data were not available to determine
the 2 hour time of travel within the creeks and storm sewer network to delineate an
IPZ-2. They used professional judgment based on the delineation of the IPZ-2s in
Halton and extended the zone to the base of the escarpment. MOE has questioned this.
Staff recommends leaving it as is. This is a conservative delineation that can be
modified once appropriate data are available. Significant threats cannot occur in an IPZ
and therefore it does not alter our threat counts.

Wellhead protection area vulnerability – SWAT vs WWAT
Earthfx used surface to well advective time (SWAT) to assess vulnerability. The data
used for the unsaturated zone are limited and quality is not good. To be conservative
and to protect the municipal water supplies, Earthfx only used the saturated zone results
of the model – water table to well advective time (WWAT). MOE has questioned this.
York Region applied to the MOE to be able to use WWAT as an alternate method and
were approved. Staff have submitted a similar letter and expect approval.

Chloride and sodium – issue or not under the Clean Water Act? Campbellville and
Greensville wells
Issue criteria: Concentrations may result in the deterioration of the quality of the water
for use as a source of drinking water; or there is a trend of increasing concentrations of
the parameter at the well or monitoring well and a continuation of that trend would
result in the deterioration of the quality of the water for use as a source of drinking
water.
Concentrations are high – chloride occasionally exceeds the treated water aesthetic
standard. Sodium has always remained below.
No increasing trends evident in the past 10 years or so. Historically, Campbellville well
1 concentrations have increased in steps.
Operators have stated the high concentrations are not an issue.
Greensville raw and treated data show treatment stabilizes output concentrations.
Campbellville area of Hwy. 401 receives a lot of salt due to the escarpment slope.
Contact with MTO regarding road salt application has occurred on numerous occasions
by Halton Region.
Road salt management plans in place at Halton Region and City of Hamilton.
Bromide – initially designated bromate as an issue – doesn’t quite fit the criteria of an
issue because it is a by-product of the treatment process rather than in raw water
supply. Halton Region requested that it not be identified as an issue. Discussion will
remain to inform future reviews.
Manganese naturally occurring in the source water of the Kelso well field. Treatment in
place to remove it. Aesthetic parameter, not a health concern. Not an issue.
Managed lands and livestock density – method of using a one square kilometre grid is
acceptable to MOE. Focuses on areas where there could be an intensification of land
use.
Required to assess farm buildings based on their capability of housing livestock not
whether there is livestock there now. Their use could change next year.
Concern that the mapping will be used for other purposes.
Following discussion, decision to add the limitations of the livestock density and
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Gavin to provide
text for Appendix
E.
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ITEM

TOPIC/DISCUSSON

ACTION
REQUIRED

managed lands mapping to Appendix E.
9. con’t
Threats Assessment:
Updated numbers based on some verification that has been completed. Staff will
continue the verification during the public consultation period.
For Early Response funding application, septic systems are the largest number of
threats. Pesticide application – must consider that it is likely tenants on land for cash
crops.
If anyone has any photos that we could use please send them to Diane

Edits will be made and the reports will be posted to our ftp site on Tuesday August 31
for final review. Comments to be sent to Diane as soon as possible for incorporation.

Diane to forward
revised threats
count tables to
committee
members.

All – send Diane
photos to use in
reports.

Send Diane
comments on
revised reports.

Public Meeting Dates and Locations
Public meetings scheduled for October 1 and 4. Morning meeting each day between 9
and 11 a.m. with presentation at 9:30. Evening meeting each day between 7 and 9
p.m. with presentation at 7:30.
10.

11.

October 1 morning –
October 1 – evening –
October 4 – morning Christ Church Flamboro, 92 Highway 8, Flamborough
October 4 – evening Halton Regional Centre, Dakota/Glenorchy Rooms, 1151 Bronte
Road, Oakville
Comments from Attending Public
None
Adjournment
HHSPC 10-24

12.

Moved by:
Seconded by:

Chris Shrive
Susan Fielding

THAT the Halton-Hamilton Source Protection Committee adjourns.

Minutes prepared by: Diane Bloomfield

SPC Meeting Minutes – 24-August-2010

5

