Halton-Hamilton
Source
Protection
Region

MINUTES
HALTON-HAMILTON SOURCE PROTECTION COMMITTEE
MEETING #8-10
Country Heritage Park – Conestoga Room
8560 Tremaine Road, Milton
December 7, 2010 2 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
SPC Attendees:
Dave Braden

Susan Fielding

Glenn Powell

Melanie Horton

Gavin Smuk

Barry Lee

Chris Shrive

Turlough Finan

Doug Cuthbert

Teri Yamada

Nick DiGirolamo

David Simpson

Peter Ashenhurst

Adam
Kuehnbaum

Kathy Menyes

Bob Edmondson,
Conservation Halton

John Westlake, MOE Liaison

Nicole Mathews, Health
Liaison

Roy Maxwell, Communications
Consultant

Regrets SPC/Other Regrets:
Paul Attack
Diane Bloomfield
Other Attendees:
Jacek Strakowski
Hydrogeologist
HHSPR
Virginia Bancur
Project Assistant
HHSPR
Marilyn Baxter, Hamilton
Port Authority
Jean Williams,
Conservation Halton
Kirk Biggar, Town of
Oakville – Presentation
Only

Jeff Lee, GIS/Data
Specialist HHSPR
Shelley Partridge, Halton
Region – Presentation only

Margaret Smith, Halton Region
Stefan Herceg, Peel Region –
Presentation Only

Ruth Victor, Ruth Victor
and Associates

www.protectingwater.ca

4052 Milburough Line RR2 Campbellville ON L0P 1B0
905.854.9229 Fax 905.854.9220

ITEM
1.
2.
3.

TOPIC/DISCUSSON

ACTION
REQUIRED

Roll Call & Mileage – Doug Cuthbert
Disclosures of Conflict of Interest – Doug Cuthbert
None
Delegations – Doug Cuthbert
None
Review of Agenda – Doug Cuthbert
Acceptance of Agenda as Distributed

4.

HHSPC 10-34

Moved by:
Dave Braden
Seconded by: Susan Fielding

THAT the agenda be accepted as distributed.
Carried
Approval of Source Protection Committee Minutes dated October 26, 2010 – Doug
Cuthbert

5.

Corrections to Minutes
Attendance: Add Kathy Menyes
Item 8. Ministry of Environment Liaison Update: 1st paragraph, 3rd sentence should
read: “The MOE received a total request by applicants of about 17 million dollars for
year four of the program. About 5 million dollars are available for year four.”
Item 11. Draft Proposed Assessment Reports – MOE Comments: 1st paragraph, last
sentence should read: “Once the MOE receive the draft proposed reports, they will
review them thoroughly and send comments back to be considered in the proposed
reports.”
HHSPC 10-35

Moved by:
Dave Braden
Seconded by: Glenn Powell

THAT the Source Protection Committee minutes of October 26, 2010 be accepted as
amended.
Carried
Business Arising From Minutes
Item 6. SPC Membership Update: Doug Cuthbert sent letters to Halton Regional
Council and Puslinch Township Council regarding Barry Lee’s and Susan Fielding’s
continuance on the Source Protection Committee. Conservation Halton also sent letters
to the municipal clerks of Halton, Hamilton and Puslinch requesting nomination of a
new member or reappointment of the existing members of the Source Protection
Committee.
6.

Item 14. Policy Development Progress: No recommendations for policy ideas have
been received. Some SPC members attended the Planner’s Working Group meeting on
November 25, 2010 and took part in the discussion.
Item 15. Meeting Schedule: Invitations were issued to Jacqueline Weston and
Margaret McCarthy to attend the luncheon on December 7 but both declined.
Item 16. Risk Management Official: Both Halton and Hamilton want to set up a risk
management office. The two Municipalities will meet to discuss how to proceed so
there is no overlap or redundancy. The Conservation Authorities will be asked to play
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ITEM

TOPIC/DISCUSSON
a role. The scope of the project needs to be understood therefore Halton has spoken to
the Ministry of Environment but is still waiting for feedback.
John Westlake informed the committee that the Ministry of Environment has set up a
working group, composed of invited municipal representatives, to sift out the
requirements for Part IV implementation. David Simpson has been asked to sit on the
working group. The duties of the risk management official are being worked on and
should be completed in a few months. It will default to the municipalities to do the
hiring for the position.
Ruth Victor suggested that after the policy sessions are completed, there will be some
idea of the use of Part IV tools in policy and therefore potential workload of the risk
management official. Doug requested that this information be brought to the Source
Protection Committee in six months.

ACTION
REQUIRED
A summary of the
use of Part IV tools
in policy will be
provided to the
SPC in six months.
Discussion on the
municipalities’
process to deal with
Part IV tools is
deferred for one
year.

Presentation by Marilyn Baxter, Manager, Environmental, Hamilton Port
Authority

7.

Marilyn spoke on Port of Hamilton: Spills Prevention and Management. The Port
Authority owns the southern part of Hamilton Harbour. An asphalt plant is moving to
the harbour from Toronto. Marilyn went through the list of emergency procedures for
transporting dangerous goods. Each company that ships and/or stores goods at the
harbour has their own response plan in case of a spill. If a spill happens the first call is
to the Environmental Emergency Spills Action Centre (SAC). If the spill occurs on the
lake, the Coast Guard will respond, if it happens in the harbour the Port Authority will
respond first. If a member of the public sees a spill, they should call 911 who will
contact SAC. A company by the name of Commercial Spill has a boat docked at the
harbour to vacuum up oil spills. They look after Lake Erie and Lake Ontario.
Question: Would a spill from a tanker affect the water intake pipes? If it was a
dangerous spill, a boom would be put across the channel to stop the floating oil from
entering the lake.
To help prevent spills, tankers are now double hulled and there is a secondary
containment area around the storage tanks on land.
Question: Is there a central location for all the companies’ response plans on file? No.
Question: If salt spills into the harbour, what is the clean up method? The salt is
shipped in covered containers, so it wouldn’t spill.
Question: How many emergency trials are held a year? There is one practical trial
which includes fire fighters, police, emergency services, the Port Authority and there
are 3 desk top trials.
Rules of Practice - Doug Cuthbert, Virginia Bancur
The proposed edits to the Code of Conduct and Conflict of Interest Policy were
reviewed.

8.

HHSPC 10-36

Moved by:
Barry Lee
Seconded by: Susan Fielding

THAT the proposed edits to the Code of Conduct and Conflict of Interest Policy be
accepted as presented and that the documents are revisited in six months.
Carried
SPC Health Liaison – Nicole Mathews
9.
The role of the health liaison was explained. Currently, the health liaison on the Source
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ITEM

TOPIC/DISCUSSON

ACTION
REQUIRED

Protection Committee is from Halton. It is now Hamilton’s turn to take over this role.
Hamilton will review the position and will let us know in the new year if their
representative will assume the position
Ministry of Environment Liaison Update - John Westlake
Stewardship Program – The Ministry of Environment is drafting the agreements and is
expected to call all applicants next week with the good or bad news. It will be
announced in January who did or did not receive a grant.
10.
Question: What are the roles and responsibilities of the Ministry of Environment if
there is a spill? John was asked to provide information on the Spills Action Centre to
Ruth Victor to improve her understanding of their functions and the protocol if there is
a spill.

John Westlake to
provide Ruth
Victor information
on the Spills Action
Centre.

Proposed Assessment Reports Comments and Submission – Jacek Strakowski
Three submissions were received on the Proposed Assessment Reports. Holcim
(Canada) Inc. submitted comments on both Halton Region and Hamilton Region
Assessment Reports and FORCE submitted comments on the Halton Region
Assessment Report. The comments received will be presented to both Source
Protection Authority Boards before they are sent the Ministry of Environment with the
Halton and Hamilton Region Assessment Reports.
11.

Question: Who will send a response to the companies? The Source Protection
Committee should reply and thank them for their comments. (See sidebar)
Once the Ministry of Environment has reviewed the assessment reports and comments,
they will issue direction on them.
The Ministry of Environment is considering allowing our use of an alternate method to
assess vulnerability scores within the wellhead protection area. This could change the
threat assessments used in the Assessment Reports and an amendment will be needed.

Diane Bloomfield’s
comment: An email was sent from
me when the
comments were
received, thanking
them for their
comments and
indicating the
comments would
be forwarded to the
MOE. No further
action is required
by the SPC as these
comments ere
submitted to the
SPA not the SPC.

Policy Development – An Introduction – Ruth Victor
12.

The Source Protection Committee was brought up to date on the actions of the
Planner’s Working Group, including what has been accomplished at the meetings and
what will be transpiring at future meetings.
Policy Development – Sewage Systems – Ruth Victor

13.

14.

The policy approaches on Threat #2 – Sewage Systems discussed at the Planers’
Working Group were summarized. Small septic systems are guided by the building
code. Large ones by the Ontario Water Resources Act. Kelso/Glen Eden is the only
wellhead protection area potentially near municipal services. However, Halton Region
has indicated it is not possible to extend services to the park at this time. This could be
reviewed in 5 years. Policies have to be created for all existing and future threats
whether they are likely or not.
Policy Development – Next Steps – Ruth Victor
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ITEM

TOPIC/DISCUSSON
A draft discussion paper with feedback from the Planners’ Working Group (PWG) and
Source Protection Committee (SPC) covering all the threats will be presented in
February. The items to be discussed at the PWG January Meeting were described. A
rational document is being created.
A summation of the policy approaches was requested before the next SPC meeting.
Question: What is the time frame for completion of the policies? An estimated
timeframe for review of the policies will be 4 to 5 months; the public report should be
ready in September for review.

ACTION
REQUIRED
A summation of the
policy approaches
is to be distributed
before the February
22, 2011 SPC
meeting.

Other Business - All
15.

16.

Next Meeting Dates: February 22, April 5, June 7, 2011. Meeting venues are being
finalized and will be sent to all committee members.
Comments from Attending Public
None
Adjournment – Doug Cuthbert
HHSPC 10-37

17.

Moved by:
Seconded by:

Glenn Powell
Gavin Smuk

THAT the Halton-Hamilton Source Protection Committee meeting be adjourned.
Carried
Minutes prepared by: Virginia Bancur
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